
 

 
 

 

Two organizations join to mold junior 
golfers  
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The First Tee of Brunswick County and The Learning Illumination Center join forces to support junior golfers. 

Nick Vassil, chief operating officer of APLS group, LIC’s parent company, and Karen Parker, LIC executive director, 
had the pleasure of meeting with Don Hall, executive director of The First Tee of Brunswick Country, and Coach 
Terry Mauney this past Wednesday, May 17, at their offices in Shallotte. 

LIC delivers free workshops to middle and high school student-athletes, their parents and interested adults about the 
realities of academics and athletics. The First Tee of Brunswick County and LIC reach similar audiences and decided 
to join forces to help student-athletes. 

“We are looking forward to delivering workshops to student-golfers at The First Tee,” Parker said.  “In addition, 
beginning in the 2017-18 school year, LIC will offer two college scholarships to one male and one female student-
athlete attending a Brunswick County high school.” 

Established as a nonprofit in 2016, LIC has its roots in public school classrooms where middle and high school 
students dream of becoming the next Phil Mickelson, Dustin Johnson or Lexi Thompson. However, athletic talent 
does not always equal success. LIC workshops introduce the value of academics in the athlete’s success plan. The 
LIC motto is: Educate, Elevate and Graduate. 

Educators and parents facilitate research-based workshops. LIC works to discuss college and career readiness, life 
choices, college recruiting, scholarships, developing a Plan B and the role of adults in the process. Participants learn 
the importance of time management and organization skills necessary to successfully balance athletics and 
academics. 

In the year since LIC opened its doors, it has worked with such diverse groups as AAU, Wade Edwards Learning Lab, 
Youth Thrive and Get Me Recruited. It was also asked to be an exhibitor at the Education Summit at N.C. State 
University. In 2017, LIC delivered workshops to more than 250 student-athletes and parents. 

According to her bio, Karen is an award-winning former teacher and school counselor whose breadth of knowledge in 
college and career readiness and professional development programming brings the essential skill sets necessary to 
be the executive director of LIC, the nonprofit arm of APLS Group. With more than 25 years’ experience in the 
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education field, Karen has provided guidance to countless domestic and international students in grades seven 
through 12, as well as to those at the community college level, as they prepared for higher education or career 
training. 

Contact Karen if you have any questions or need any more information about LIC and what it offers. Any help would 
be welcomed and appreciated. 

  

Future Leaders Golf Classic 

LIC is holding its inaugural golf tournament fundraiser at Carolina National Golf Club in Brunswick County on July 22. 
All event proceeds go to supporting the delivery of free workshops and student scholarships in North Carolina. 

To register for the Future Leaders Golf Classic at Carolina National Golf Club, go tolearningilluminationcenter.org or 
contact Joy at joy@illuminationcenter.org.  Your tax-deductible registration fee includes golf cart, range balls, food 
and goody bag. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you on the links at Carolina National Golf Club on July 22. 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any ideas, comments, complaints or questions I can answer. It is my goal to 
bring you information pertinent to what is happening in the game of golf, as well as instruction, local happenings and 
insight into the local personalities who make this game so great. 
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